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AMENDMENTS TO THF CLAIMS: 


R^C^iVEO 


The listing of daixns will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the |y|^j; ^ g 2007 
q)pUcation: 

ipisting of Claims: 

K (Cuirently Amended) An apparatus for collection and lateral flow 
chmmatogFaphy of an oral fluid, the apparatus comprising: 

a housing having a cavitv: 

a capillaiy matrix extending ftom within the housing and protruding out from the 
housing having on oxpoa e d ourfitoe for receiving oral fluid; 

a lateral flow chromatography stcip within the housing, wherein the lateral flow 
chromatography strip contains at least one reagent that is used to detect or qua ntify ^\ ^^<y^ 
one analvte in the oral flviA and is in flow communication widi the capillaiy matrix; and 
wherein the capillary matrix is con^posed of a material diifferent from the materi al comprising 
the lateral flow diromatogranhv strip: and 

a blocking strip within the housing coupled between the capillary matrix and the 
lateral flow chromatographic strip, wherein the blodcing strip oontain& is impregnated with at 
least one blocking agent, 

2-52. (Canceled) 

53. (Cuirently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the blocking strip 
further comprises a deterpen t a chelating agent or a buffer, or mixtures thereof. 

54. (Cuirently Amended) The apparatus of claim 53- L wherein at least one 
blockuDig agent is selected fiom bovine smim albumin, deoxycholate, and n-lauroyl saroosine. 

55. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, fiixther comprising a 
coiyugate strip wi'thin the housing coiq>led between the blodcing strip and the lateral flow 
chromatography strip, wherein tiie conjugate strip contains lateral flow chromatography 
reagents* 

56. (Canceled) 
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57. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 5^ 1, wherein a*4eastthe 
analyte is selected firom the group consisting of antibodies to HIV, antibodies to HTLV, 
antibodies to Helioobacter pylori, antibodies to hepatitis^ antibodies to measles, antibodies to 
mumps, antibodies to rubella, cotinine, cocaine, benzoylecgondne, benzodiza^rinc, 
tetrahydrocannabinol, nicotine, ethanol theophylline, phenytoin, acetaminophen, lithium, 
diazepam, nortiyptyline, setobaibital, phenobarbitol, theophylline, testosterone, estradiol, 
17-hydroxyprogesterone» progesterone, thyroxine, thyroid stimulating hormone, follicle 
stimulating homione, luteinizing hormone, transfoiming growth factor alpha, epidermal 
growth factor, insulin-like growth fectors I and II, growth hormone release inhibitir^ factor, 
IGA^^d sex hormone binding globulin^ and other onolytoD including glucose, chol e sterol y 
caffeine, cholesterol, corticosteroid binding globulin, PSA, DHEA binding glycoprotein, and 
combinations th^eof. 

58. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 57, wherein at least one 
analyte is an antibody to HIV. 

59. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 57, wherein at least one 
analyte is an antibody to hepatitis. 

60. (Previously Piesented) The apparatus of claim 1, ^erem the lateral flow 
chromatography strip contains lateral flow chromatography reagents. 

61 . (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the capillary matrix 
is paddlet^shaped. 

62. (Previously Presratod) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the capillary matrix 
has an average pore size ranging from about 40 |xm to about 250 fmi. 

63. (Currently Amended) Hie i^aratus of daim 1, fiirther oompiioing a houoing 
having a cavitv in which wherein tfie lateral flow dux>matography strip is at least partially 
disposed into the cavitv of the housing. 

64. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim I , wherein the housing 
includes at least one inspection site providing visual inspection of reagents at selected sites on 
the lateral flow chromatography stdp. 

65. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising: 
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a conjugate strip within the housing coupled between the blocking strip and the lateral 
flow chromatography strip and contains lateral flow chromatography reagents; 

a houoing hnviqg a eavi^ wherein the lateral flow chromatography strip extends into 
the cavity along the housing to an inspection site on the housing; and 

at least one inspection site fiom an exterior of (he housing to the lateral 
chromatographic strip to oiable visual inspection of reagents at selected sites on the lateral 
diromatographic strip. 

66. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 65, wherein the capillary inatrix 
protrudes Scorn the housing and is in flow communication with the lateral flow 
chromatography strip. 

67. (Currently Amended) An ^paratus for collection and lateral flow 
chromatogr^hy of an oral fluid, the apparatus comprising: 

ft houaing having a cavitv: 

a collection pad of a capillary matrix Avtiwvlinp ftom within the housing and 
piotrudinfi^ out from the housing having expoood surfiioe for receiving oral fluid; 

a blocking pad within the housing and coupled between the capillary matrix and ^ 
latml flow chromatographic strip, wherein ttie blocking strip eontoins is impregnated with at 
least one blocking agent; 

a conjugate pad within the housing and coupled between the blocking pad and the 
lateral flow chromatography strip, wherein the conjugate pad contains lateral flow 
chromatography reagents; 


ft- the lateral flow chromatography strip within the housing, wherein the lateral flow 
chromatography strip CTtends into the cavitv alo ng the housing to an inspection sil^ on the 
housing: and 

at least one inspection site from an exteri or of the housing to the lateral flow 
chromatographic strip tft mfh^^ vi sual inspection of reagent s at selected sites on the lateral 
chromatographic strip: and 

whoe^tfae lateral flow chromatography strip contains at least one reagent that is 
used to detect or quantify at least one analvte in the oral fluid and is in flow communication 
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with the capillary matrix: and wherein the capillary matrix is com posed of a material different 
from Ae material compris ing the lateral flow chromatography strip.^ 

a hoiuring havinfi a oavityi wherein tfao latorcil flow ohromatography s trip e xt e nds into 
tho cavity along th e housing to on inop e otion site oa tho houoing and 

at leaat on e inspootion gito from on oxtoriot of tho houoine to the lateral i 
ohromotogniphio s trip to onablo vi s ual inQpootion of roagonto at se l e ct e d sites on tho latoral j 
ohromotogrophio strip. 

68. (Previously Presented) A kit for the detection of an analyte in an oral fluid 
comprising: 

the aiq)aratus of claim 1; and 

a buffer, reagent, or detection reag^t for collection and lateral flow chromatography 
of an oral fluid. 

69. (Previously Presented) A kit for the detection of an analyte in an oral fluid 
comprising: 

I 

the ^aratus of claim 67; and 

a buffer, reagent, or detection reagent for collection and lateral flow chromatography 
of an oral fluid. 

70. (New) The appai^usofclatm S3, wherein the chelating agent is EDTA. | 

i 

71 . (New ) The apparatus of claim I, wherein at least one blocking agent is 
selected from bovine serum albumin, deoxycholate, and n-lauioyl sarcosine and wherein the 
chelating agent is EDTA. 
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